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Dear Geronimo Families,

CSM Turnbull and I send a warm Happy Valentines
Day from Forward Operating Base Salerno to all the
Geronimo Families at Fort Richardson and elsewhere.  A
common theme you will see throughout this newsletter is
that the Geronimo Task Force has just surpassed 100 days of
deployment to Afghanistan.  Since that time, the Task Force
has been extremely busy and very successful.  A common

question our higher headquarters typically ask is “What are
the Geronimos not doing this week?”  We continue to
amaze all who work with us on our capability, profes-
sionalism, and discipline.  Your deployed soldiers are
good…..very good.

We would not be such a high performing unit without the dedicated support
we receive from you at Fort Richardson.  Your ability to assist each other during this
difficult winter has truly enhanced our ability to focus on our mission – kill or
capture Al Queda and Taliban forces.  Although we discuss being deployed for 100
+ days, I realize that many of you have had your spouses deployed since early June
and that deployment continues now.  Our time back to Alaska in September and
October was very busy and very short.  I know this is not easy.  Thank you for your
wonderful support to our deployed soldiers, the Family Readiness Group, and each
other.

CPT Nowell Agent has just taken over as the Rear Detachment Commander.
He will remain the Rear Detachment Commander throughout the remainder of our
deployment.  He replaced CPT David Butler who is deploying forward to Afghani-
stan.  I am confident CPT Agent will provide the same exceptional support that CPT
Butler and his team provided.

Thank you for your support and dedication to your loved ones and each
other.

HARRY C. GLENN, III
LTC, IN
Commanding



Hatchet Company
Greetings from the S-3 shop, since our arrival at
FOB Salerno we have been constantly operating
at the highest tempo imaginable. Of course this is
the, “Hatchet Company” standard. We battle-track
operations, patrols, training at the ranges,
manage the ammunition accounts, coordinate and
manifest all incoming and outgoing fixed-wing and
rotary wing aircraft, and also oversee the continual
development of FOB Salerno. We even find some
time for things like watching a movie, playing
some volleyball and taking the long foot move-
ment to the latrine that is across camp. Needless
to say we have been very busy.  As the soldiers
say the only thing that doesn’t move fast is the
time clock.

The soldiers of the operations cell have
definitely been hard at work.  But, our families
have been just as equally tasked back at home.
We have had two families add new paratroopers
to their family teams.  SFC Terry Easter’s and
SSG Jason Schulz’s families add daughters to
their manifest, both doing outstanding and we
wish all the best.

PFC David Reynolds has taken the
step into more responsibility with his promotion to
specialist.  As I sit and watch the performance of
soldiers like PFC Ray Burchett, PFC Richard
Schram, SPC Joshua Henry, and SPC Daniel
Perez I expect more promotions to follow.

With new babies being identified I must
mention the arrival of our newest soldier to the
shop.  PV2 Marcus Carney has made it to us here
at the Forward Operating Base.  He is motivated
and ready to learn his skills to operate in this
unique environment.

Bottom line I don’t have the space in
the news letter to mention all the great feats that I
witness daily from these outstanding soldiers.  I
know they are all excited to get home to loved
ones and the comforts of home.  We will
complete our mission here in its entirety and hand
the FOB off to a new combat ready unit.  Then we
will soak our bodies in the bathtub and tell stories
of how hard it was in the “Stan.”

The TOC taking a break during Combat Operation’s
during Operation “Geronimo Blizzard”

SUPPORT PLATOON

Once again Support Platoon has been
hard at work.  For the first 100 days of the
deployment, the platoon has been instrumental in
all aspects of day to day activities.  Whether it has
been moving supplies, managing ammunition and
supplies, or driving troops and adding additional
fire power to the line companies, Support Platoon
has established themselves as an invaluable asset
to the operations being conducted by the Task
Force.

A normal day for the platoon usually
comprises downloading Jingle trucks, managing
the CL IV yard, moving pallets, and conducting re-
supply missions.  However, the highlight of the day
continues to be the stories told each night of the
local Afghani’s exploits while downloading the
Jingle Trucks.  As you can all see, not too much
has changed from FRA.  Day in and day out the
platoon continues to be one of the hardest
working platoons in the Task Force.

SPC Bendickson; SPC Brunstad; SFC Reed; SPC Payne

MAINTENANCE PLATOON

The men of the HHC Motor pool,
pictured below, have been one of the hardest
working crews in the Task Force. There is no rest
for the weary in this group. After going outside the
wire on a mission there is much work to be done
in the motor pool to get ready for the next mission.
While other sections get rest, this section is hard
at work.
              Except for the shortage of near beer all is
well for us in the motor pool. SFC “The Fire
Starter” Hill, SGT “Dirty” Heyward, SGT
“Starterman” George, SGT “Engineer Guy”
Fenner, SGT “MadMax” Coderre, and SPC “I’ll fix
it all” Peak are all doing well.

We would like to thank our families and
friends for all the Love and support. We all are
doing wonderful and will be happy to rejoin our
families once our mission is complete.

Top Row:  SGT Coderre; SPC Peak;  Bottom Row:
SGT Heyward; SGT George; SGT Fenner; SFC Hill

Congratulations to the following paratroopers for
reenlisting or extending:

SSG Brown (HQ Plt)
SSG Thomas (DFAC)
SPC Babcock (Engineers)
SSG Joseph (DFAC)
CPL Adams (Medics)
SPC Nino (S-1)

Congratulations to the following promotees:

SGT Dimonde (Mortars)
SPC Kramer (Scouts)
SPC Wells (Engineers)
SGT Cuccaro (Engineers)
SPC Kreitlow (Engineers)
SPC Zucco (Mortars)
SPC Eakins (Commo)
SPC Reynolds (S-3)
PFC Carney (S-3)
SPC Hocker (Engineers)
SPC Williford (Engineers)

HATCHET 6

 



Apache Company
Greetings from Afghanistan to all the families and supporters of
Apache Company.  As we approach our 100th day in theater, I
must say that I’m extremely proud of each and every soldier in the
company.  We have been in the field almost continuously since our
arrival, conducting every major Task Force combat operation.
Although we’ve yet to see our first fire fight, the company has
been very productive in America’s War on Terrorism.  Through
the hard work and dedication of Apache Troopers, we’ve confis-
cated or destroyed countless caches of weapons and equipment,
and we played an instrumental role in the Task Force’s success
during Operation Geronimo Blizzard in capturing nearly an entire
terrorist cell.  Although not a shot was fired, the boys of Apache
Company sorted through the stories and lies, capturing 4 Afghanis
that we confirmed were active terrorists.  The task of finding them
all, however, is never ending, and we’re gearing up now for
another month of continuous operations.

Continuous improvement has been the theme for life at
FOB Salerno.  We now have heat in the showers, a new gym is
under construction, and the contractor, Kellog, Brown, & Root is
on the ground building new “Force Provider” living areas.  Within
the next couple months, we will be moving into the Force
Providers, which are climate controlled wooden huts instead of
tents.  The modules will also include new latrines and showers and
we’ll be getting a new dining facility as well.  We also just
received approval for a new phone and internet system that should
greatly improve connectivity between you and your Apache loved
one.  Once installed, we will no longer have to call through the
DSN system and we shouldn’t have that annoying delay to deal
with.  As part of the package, internet access will be expanded for
an increase in e-mail.

As always, things are continuing to change in Apache
Company.  Over the last few weeks, we bid farewell to a few long
standing members of Apache Company.  SSG(P) Johnston
departed the company for his new job as Task Force S-2 NCOIC
and SSG Shoemaker assumed new duties as S-3 NCO, or
PUCMaster, as he likes to call himself.  Although both are now

desperately trying to figure out what their new job is, we know
that they will soon make their mark to the benefit of the Task
Force.  As for the holes they left in the Company, they will be
difficult to replace and we know the FRG will miss Veronica as
well.

We’ve also continued promoting soldiers as our time
passes in-country.  Congratulations to SSG Hancock, SGT
Hellmeier, CPL Berryman, CPL Bransford, CPL Barrackman,
SPC Burger, SPC Marovich, SPC Ginetty, SPC Rayford Lambert,
SPC Amrich, SPC Bucy, SPC Torres, SPC Lugo, SPC Hunt, SPC
McKinley, PFC Josh Lambert, PFC Schroeder, and PFC Ingram
on their recent promotions.  We also have a new Captain in the
company as well.  Somehow, the Army saw fit to promote LT
Pierce to Captain, the second darkest day in Apache Company
history (the darkest being the day that LT Marsh pinned on CPT
rank).  He’ll be a Captain until he attends Physician Assistant
School this summer, at which time he’ll be demoted back to First
Lieutenant.   We can already see that his pride may not be able to
handle that.  Congratulations as well to SPC Isaac and wife
Amanda on the birth of their baby girl Jorgi, on 21 January.

As I close, I’d just like to send a big thank you to the
wives and families of the Apache FRG for the outstanding support
you’ve provided since we’ve been here.  We appreciate your
efforts in making and sending the Christmas stockings and
Valentine Cards (although mail is such a big motivator that the
1SG passed them out early – I guess the mail system is improv-
ing!).  We also appreciate the continuous flow of care packages.
In fact, we have more food in every one of our tents than we
could possibly eat in our remaining time here.  All in all, time is
passing, and we are looking forward to the day of reunions back
at Ft. Rich.  Until then, we’ll continue to fight the Global War on
Terrorism in fine Apache form, knowing you are keeping us in
your thoughts and prayers.

Geronimo was an Apache!
CPT Anthony R. Gibbs

Man, Myth, SSG Spahl
SSG Ralston talking with the locals

SSG McDonald reenlisting at FOB Salerno

SSG Johnson, Van Dyke and others of 3rd PLT in
Village of Bori Khel.



Blackfoot Company
Happy New Year from Afghani-
stan!  Blackfoot Company has just
completed the third month of our
deployment with the completion of
a successful mission and a change
of commanding officers.  Opera-
tion Blizzard, which occurred in
mid January, was a huge success.
Bravo Company charged into the
mountains in search of caches and
Enemies of Afghanistan who are
attacking our supply trucks.  To-
tally surprised by the U.S. soldiers
in their area, the local population
did not know what to expect from
our overwhelming presence.
Aggressive and decisive, Blackfoot
company began achieving success
on the first day of the operation.
3rd Platoon chose a prominent
housing compound overlooking a
valley as their first target and
discovered a sizable cache consist-
ing of several rocket propelled
grenades, anti-tank and anti-
personnel mines, weapons, and
explosives.  2nd Platoon located
over 20,000 rounds of small arms
ammunition in a cache in a nearby
village.  1st Platoon found a huge
stockpile of rocket and mortar
rounds in a known enemy area.
For the next eight days we contin-
ued to go through several small
villages looking for illegal weapons
and contraband.  As the days
passed, we continued to find
several significant caches of
weapons, ammunition, and explo-
sives.  The company’s outstanding
efforts during this operation made a
significant impact toward opening
the roads that will enable safe
travel for all vehicles that transport
our supplies to Forward Operating

Base Salerno.

During Operation Geronimo
Blizzard, we continued to build
rapport with the local population
that wanted to improve life in
Afghanistan.  In some of the
villages, we brought medical teams
and toys for the children that truly
lifted the morale of the locals.
Since many of these villages did
not have electricity or running
water, it was very rewarding to see
how much of a difference a small
bottle of aspirin or a soccer ball
would make with the locals.

After completion of Operation
Geronimo Blizzard, Bravo Com-
pany conducted change of com-
mand inventories, recovery opera-
tions, and prepared to assume FOB
security for the month of February.
We bid farewell to the outgoing
commander, CPT David Hale, who
served as our commander for the
past 13 months.  We appreciate his
outstanding leadership and hard

work that built a strong warfighting
team in Bravo Company.  CPT
Hale, Grant, and his daughter
Morgan will truly be missed from
the Blackfoot Family.  We wish
him good luck and god speed as he
moves to Bagram to serve on
Brigade Staff.  Our new incoming
commander, CPT Jonathan Chung,
has served as the Battalion Supply
Officer for the last 15 months.
CPT Chung is excited to serve as
the new commander and looks
forward to continuing Bravo
Company’s success in Afghanistan.

We appreciate all thoughts, prayers,
and mail from all of our loved ones
back at home.  Happy Valentines
Day!  We look forward to coming
home in July!

Promotions:
1st PLT
SPC Gallant, SPC Howard, SPC
Bailey C, PFC Hamilton
2nd PLT
SPC Hafer
3rd PLT
SPC Rains, SPC Lang, PFC Neal
Births:
Congratulations to CPT Chung and
his wife Jackie on the birth of their
son, Brandon Bruce, on 30 January!
Reenlistments:
HQ - SSG Pena  (Indefinite)
1st PLT - SGT Hein (4 years)
                 SGT Bryer (3 years).



Comanche Company
Greetings, friends of the Comanches; hope this finds
you and yours well.  We have just reached the 100-
day mark and remark at how time has flown by, yet
still seems to drag on.  The company has completed a
month securing the FOB, and were quite happy to
resume operations outside the wire.

This month, each platoon has submitted
their own FRG update complete with photos.  Thanks
again for the unconditional support of the soldiers of
this company.

Geronimo,

CPT Jason Condrey.

HQ Platoon
It’s been 3 months already in this paradise some
people call Afghanistan. For all of us in HQ platoon
the days go really fast over here because we work 24
hours a day (no, we really do). We make things
happen at any time, day or night, and we have to
know everybody’s job.

ETACs SGT “Astro” Austrauskas, SGT Pena, Doc
Cerda, 1LT Sheats, CPT C during Operation Blizzard

At the end of the day we are all satisfied that we did a
good job and all of our tasks were accomplished.
There’s no greater satisfaction than to see that the
missions were completed, everyone’s back alright and
we all had something to do with it. Everyone in HQ
PLT is a big family.  We take care of each other and
look out for one another. When we are not busy
patrolling or chasing after the bad guys we like to
relax; we play some spades, watch some movies, play
some chess, or talk about past experiences and about
the good things waiting for us when we get back
home. We really do a lot of talking about the things
we are going to do when we go back home to our
loved ones.

SPC Cabrera
and PFC Roberson
after suffering a
humiliating Spades
defeat from the
Commander and 1SG

It is not an easy job, but since we always work as a
team the job always gets done. We all have so many
stories to tell our family’s when we get back home.
We’ve seen some unbelievable things, shared a lot of
laughs, pains, and beautiful nights and days. One of
the most amazing things we have accomplished is
getting to know each other, that way when someone
feels a little down there’s always someone that
motivates you to get back on track. Being in HQ

platoon is a great honor to all of us, because we work
with everyone else in the battalion. The men of HQ
platoon make up an excellent team.
Unforgettable phrases:
1. CPT. Condrey “Are you familiar with the blind

squirrel principle?”
2. CPT. Brown “ Did we get mail”
3. 1SG Guthrie “Miami Dolphins are #1 – no

really they are!”
4. 1LT Sheats “Geronimizzle”
5. SSG Hurt “Are the Stryker guys going home

early or what?”
6. SGT Sellars “ Watching Korotki makes my back

hurt!”
7. SPC Cummings “Rowin do push-ups, Scott join

him!”
8. SPC Elam “……………………….”
9. SPC Shannon “The phone cable broke again?”
10. PFC Roberson “ Threaten-me-again”
11. CPL Preston “ Don’t forget your malaria pill”
12. SPC Raby “Shut up, shut-nop”

 When are we coming home? The answer is pretty
simple. We will be home when we accomplish the
missions and tasks given to us. All of us are here for
different reasons, but some are here because we
remember the events of September 11 and we don’t
want it to happen again. By doing our mission here in
Afghanistan, we keep our children and family safe in
the U.S. We were not chosen to be here, we
volunteered for it, it is our job and we are going to do
it till the end. One thing is for sure, HQ platoon will
be here doing our best.

SPC Cabrera

1ST PLT
Greetings from 1st Platoon Charlie Company.  The
platoon spent the end of December and first week of
January doing the usual patrols through- out the
Khost Bowl.  We recovered several cache sites
containing weapons, ammunition, and grenades, and
we blew a few cave openings closed.  Your para-
troopers have worked in extremely dry and dusty
conditions one day and moved to operations in the
snow-covered mountains the next.  During patrols we
stop to inspect passing vehicles, visit with the local
population, and search any cave openings we find.

SGT Seymour and SSG Eldred during a cordon &
search in the snow

Unfortunately, not all of the population of Afghanistan
has moved into the modern era.  We stop locals riding
camels once in awhile to ensure they are cleared along
with the vehicles.

SSG Choate gives a ‘thumbs up’ after searching Joe
Afghan’s camel

The platoon has been working very hard during the
month of January to provide FOB security at the gates
and in the towers.  12 hour shifts, plus physical
training, mission preparation, and eating meals have
made for 16-17 hour days.  It is now the “rainy
season” in Afghanistan so the temperatures hover in
the 40’s and the dust around the FOB has turned to
mud—it makes for a lot of sweeping each morning in
the tents.

SPC Garcia
cleaning his living
area

SGT Beals and PFC Timmer search a local worker
as he leaves for the day

Several soldiers from 1st Platoon have been promoted
recently.  Be proud of your paratroopers as they have
worked hard and deserve their advancement:

Specialist Tommy Daw,     Specialist Jason Web
Specialist Jeremy Rood,   Specialist David Vejarano
                     Sergeant Adam Billingsley



Comanche Company Cont

SGT Billingsley, SPC Daw, SPC Web, and SPC Rood
getting promoted

SPC Vejarano’s promotion to Specialist

PFC Neibrugge & SGT Billingsley scan their sectors
in a guard tower

We take our jobs very seriously, but there is always
time for a good laugh.  The ability of 1st platoon to
adapt to our new environment and the sense of humor
that all the guys have really keeps us sane so far away
from home.

Unconfirmed sources said this was a “Phantom SGT
Weatherman”

SFC Adams
displays his value

for diversity by
wearing his
“Hadji Hat”

The LT shows his value for personal hygiene with a
box of “Barf” detergent

SPC Culliton shows off
his new pair of tight
Gortex rain pants

SPC Timmer in his
favorite t-shirt

It is hard to believe that we have been away from
home for over 3 months now.  The time has gone by
relatively fast, but it could never pass fast enough.
We will spend the month of February at Chapman
Airfield providing security and patrolling the Khost
area.  All 36 paratroopers in 1st Platoon have done an
outstanding job in fighting the War on Terrorism.
Each individual pulls his weight to make us the best
platoon in the Task Force.  Be proud of your sons and
husbands, and take pride in knowing they are all
making the world a safer place by serving our country
here in Afghanistan.

Geronimo!!!
LT Huck Finn

2nd PLT
After 45 days of grueling security operations in
Kabul, 2nd platoon is ready to get back to the safe
haven of FOB Salerno and all of its MWR facilities.
The living conditions here are dreadful, as we have
had hot showers, 3 hot meals a day, satellite TV, and
real beds- to rest and rejuvenate our physically
drained bodies. We, as a platoon, are at our wit’s end.
Every Friday we have to tolerate the hardship of
cutting 20 oz. T-bones with plastic-ware, cracking
open crab legs with our bare hands, and pouring ice-
cold Cokes ourselves.

Plush living conditions by most penal standards
Our mission here has been one of security, perimeter
improvement and conducting local patrols. We have
been securing an American compound so the other
unit here can train the Afghanistan National Army.

Polecharky, Afghanistan
Even though pulling guard every day for a month and
a half can leave you feeling as though you are living
in the movie “Groundhog Day,” the platoon has
maintained their discipline and focus.

SSG Sarten and SPC Patuga with ANA soldiers

Don’t be surprised if after your loved ones return, they
sit at the window and just stare out, for 6-8 hours at a
time.

SSG Carmoney and SSG Arguello ending their day with
some X-Box



Comanche Company Cont
With the exception of SSG Arguello and SGT Boyle (who previously spent six

months here with another unit) the platoon is ready to return to FOB Salerno and
join the remainder of our company. That is all!

LONGHAIR 26
1LT Brian Harber

3rd Platoon

The men of Third Platoon have been keeping busy since the holidays.  Here’s the
men who ran the Christmas 5-K.  SGT Iozzo, SGT Carpenter, SPC Barber and PFC
Shannon from Third Platoon, along with SPC Culliton from 1st platoon, won the
team event.

We provided security for our doctors and veterinarians during several
Medical Capabilities missions, providing medical and veterinary care for hundreds
of villagers, while conducting Village Assessments.  These assessments will lead
to providing wells, generators, and construction or repairs for schools and mosques
in poor border villages.

PV2 Brian Balsiger looks down from the
top of a hill overlooking the Khowst bowl,
during a reconnaissance patrol.

In addition to missions and perimeter security, we continue to conduct training to
maintain our fighting edge.

PFC Shannon training on SALERNO Range

After a hard day’s work, the men unwind out back with a game of cards.

These are some of the finest men America has to offer.  They are great warriors and
strive to be the best.  One thing we all agree on- the true hero’s are our wives and
children who keep the home fires burning.  We love you all and look forward to a
warm reunion.

1LT Doug Peterson



Delta Detachment

Happy New Year to all of our families back home.  Wow, here it is, already 2004.  Hopefully, we have made it
through a third of the deployment, all with no injuries or loss of personnel or equipment.  We all have heard that
we have missed out on one of the most snow filled and cold winters in Anchorage history.  Without a doubt we
would all prefer to be home in the cold, shoveling our walkways and enjoying the time with our families.  Well,
life here in Afghanistan continues to trudge along.  We have just participated in our second major operation in
theater with great success.  Again the Delawares of D Detachment were spread amongst the rest of the Task
Force.  1st Platoon stayed with Team Delaware this time, while 2nd Platoon split to work in and around the FOB
and to provide security for the Task Force Command Group.  3rd Platoon worked with B Company and 4th

Platoon was with A Company.  All platoons performed magnificently, receiving praise from all who worked
with them.  Some of the highlights of our operations included finding several large weapons caches, the capture
of some enemy personnel, and operating over an extended area of about 50 km long and, at times, 15 km wide.
We operated in the high elevation of the mountains, where we at times experienced our own snow (but nothing
compared to the amounts you are receiving back at Fort Richardson).  Happily, upon our arrival back at the
FOB, we had lots of mail waiting for us.  Almost everyone received something to brighten their day.  Thanks to
everyone who sends us mail.
We also recently received the Valentines box that the FRG sent to us.  Thanks to everyone for the thoughtful
Valentines wishes and candy.  We promise to remind everyone here to not forget Valentines Day on 14 FEB.
Our company area is starting to look up at the FOB.  We got our TRICON containers to store much of our
equipment, which will allow us to build our dayroom.  The Task Force also recently purchased us a television
that will replace the one destroyed on the trip from Bagram to the  FOB.  We also purchased a DVD player and
a microwave oven for our dayroom.  So, hopefully soon, we will have our own Delaware dayroom for our guys
to hang out and watch a movie, play some cards, or just relax.

A note of thanks goes out to SGT Cole, PFC Hunter, and PFC Burgess for the outstanding work and effort that
they put into building our dayroom.
For a desert, we have been receiving a lot of rain lately.  As I write this, it has been raining for about 24 hours.
We recently had some promotions in the detachment:  PFC Jackson, Silva, Runnels, Watkins, Richardson, and
Wright to Specialist.  PV2 Whalen, Roush, and Burns to PFC.  We also had some birthdays:  1LT Kavanaugh,
PFC  Haller, SPC Mackall, PFC Roush, and SGT Paul.
To all of our loved ones at home, the Delaware Detachment would like to wish everyone a very Happy
Valentine’s Day.

 D Detachment Troopers
from 1st Platoon prepare to go out
on patrol.



Bravo Battery
Happy New Year from the Para-
troopers of “EAGLE” Battery, and
hello from Forward Operating Base
(FOB) Salerno, Khowst Afghani-
stan.
JANUARY 2004:  The commander
and I decided to spend the New
Year with our 2nd Platoon who we
had not seen for over a month.
This platoon had been quite busy
since arriving at FOB Salerno.
They were tasked to deploy to both
Kandahar and Bagram Airfields,
and although they got to see the
majority of the country during
scenic flights, they were quite busy
in accomplishing their mission.
After flying to and arriving in
Bagram, we were greeted by SSG
Marlow and SPC Solivan, who
drove us straight to the Fire Base
where the boys were hard at work.
New Years Eve turned out to be a
very long night for 2nd Platoon,
though not from our visit, but from
all the shooting they did in support
of all the troops positioned there.
On this evening, Artillery fires
ensured a safe New Year’s Eve.
Talk about a unique way to cel-
ebrate with fire works!  It was great
sending our New Years wishes to
the men, as well as using the
phones in BAF, which much to our
surprise actually connect on the
first try!  While in “BAF” we just
had to visit the PX (quite nice) and
pick up some necessities and now
we know where the TVs were
purchased.  The next day, we
linked up with 1LT Mitchell and
SGT Grubaugh who were holding
down the fort with the help of PFC
Strange and PFC Norfleet. Later
that day, and while eating a hot

lunch (another amenity of BAF) we
ran into SSG Tharp and SGT Mata
along with SPC Maddy, SPC
Spring, SPC Loyd, SPC Cole, and
PFC Hendricks. These steely eyed
killers just finished a 3 mile run
around the airfield, and a sweaty
workout in the Gym. They are just
making sure they look good for
their women when they return or
they don’t want to be put on the
over weight program. Either way,
it’s working for these guys.  After
driving back to the fire base, we
visited “The greatest show on
earth”… SSG Williams and his
men from the third herd who were
at hard work in the firebase. This is
where we picked up SGT Cochrane
(to fly back with us) in order to
“Chief” and lead our 1st Section.
This smooth transition allowed
SSG Williams, T. to perform duties
as a Platoon Sergeant (Congrats!)
and SGT Parker to become a
gunner (Congrats!) for the “Great
Show.”  Saying hello to SGT
Davison, PFC Breeze, PFC Stover,
and PVT Tufts completed our visit.
These studs were staying warm in
the tent after a 24 hour shift.  It
gets cold in Bagram!

Gunny Marlow and SPC Solivan waiting at the
B-hut for us.

4th section men staying warm in the tent at the BAF
firebase.

Upon arriving back at FOB Salerno
(3 Jan), the battery participated in
our re-designation ceremony from
Echo 319th to Battery B, 377th

Parachute Field Artillery Regiment.
This ceremony was attended by the
majority of the Eagle paratroopers,
(minus our 2nd Platoon in Bagram)
as well as Task Force Geronimo.
This was a great day that started off
with some well deserved promo-
tions for SPC Ochoa and SPC
Wasierski, and then ended the
firing of the first round in the
history of Bravo Battery with its
new guidon (flag).  Without ques-
tion, a proud day to be an Airborne
Artilleryman!

PFC Fieckert securing the helicopter landing zone
during Operation Geronimo Blizzard.

The next couple of weeks we spent
out in the mountains looking for
the enemy. We got rained on,
snowed on, and loved every minute
of it…well we tolerated it at least.
Most of the men had the chance to



conduct patrols in the mountains,
and shoot a lot rounds in support of
the Geronimo’s. This proved to be
one extremely successful opera-
tion! When we came back to
Salerno the men concentrated on
the cleaning of their equipment and
most importantly… Themselves.
We all definitely needed showers,
and much to our surprise, the
showers now had heaters in them.
Huge improvement!  We also came
back to a steak and seafood dinner
(a.k.a. “Super Supper”) that was
quickly devoured and greatly
enjoyed by all.  To top off the list
of major quality of life improve-
ments, we received over 20 bags of
mail on two consecutive
days…HOOAH!  Talk about some
happy Paratroopers; nothing is
more relaxing than sitting down
and opening a letter or package
from your loved ones. It was hard
to tell who got the most mail on
that day, but I can say everyone
was ecstatic!  A few days later, and
after a short recovery period, the
men started concentrating on the
build up of “Firebase Nixon” and
the changeover of the platoon in
Bagram.  1LT Mitchell, SSG’s
Marlow, Tharp, and Williams,
Bobby and their men were chang-
ing out the last week of January
with 1LT Todd, and SSG’s Thomp-
son, Green and SGT’s Cochrane
and Bailey and their men.  At the
same time SSG’s Floyd, Dean, and
Fowle and their men started on the
Firebase construction. A lot of rain
made this a muddy job but the men
once again, by busting their butt,
completed the mission and ex-
ceeded our expectations by build-

ing a fire base that will last for a
long time to come.

Bravo Battery Cont

SPC Gorecki slings an expended round during
Operation Geronimo Blizzard, while the rest of SSG
Greens men ready for the next round.

The newly constructed “Fire Base Nixon” Our men
built this from scratch!

: Inside one of the gun pits of the Fire Base.  SGT
Mata, SPC Maddy, and PFC Hendricks cleaning the
gun to perfection!

One of the great things about the
recent operation was that it allowed
us to see a lot of our FISTers in
action supporting their company’s.
We were able to observe Apache
with 1LT Davison, SSG Herbst and
their men patrolling around numer-
ous villages and conducting out-
standing work.  Simultaneously,
Blackfoot company with 1LT Ibe,
SSG Joslin and their crew were
also patrolling out in the mountains
while providing top notch fire
support.  Comanche FIST with 1LT

Sheats, SSG Fergusson and their
men remained extremely busy
while performing FOB Salerno
security.

SGT Loken and SPC Crawford in the back of the
truck heading out to the next mission.  They don’t
always  walk.

SGT Difasi and SPC Wilson conducting a live fire
registration… HIGH up in the mountains.

We were all excited to receive the
great news of the birth of SFC
Andrews, PFC Hendricks, and PV2
Medrano’s newborn children this
month. We are glad everything
went well and only wish that the
soldiers could have been present
with the spouses during these
special times. I guess that is what
makes us proud soldiers and
paratroopers, the ability to fight
and protect our country and still
give us the opportunity to be a
father. Congratulations to those
new members of the Eagle family.
Not all news is always happy news.
We did have a member of our
battery go back to Fort Richardson.
It was tough to say goodbye to CPT
Agent while sending him back to
perform duties of Rear Detachment
Officer…but on the same token
reassuring knowing he is there for



our families if needed.  CPT Agent, wear your combat
patch with pride…you earned it, and we will see you
this summer!

Bravo Battery Cont

SGT Loken gets some rest in his “Hooch”

We do receive the packages that are mailed to us. SGT Grubaugh decides which
cookies to eat first.  Tough Decision!

CPT Agent’s farewell from the battery

SSG Herbst and 1LT Davison discussing the next operation

Full Charge 8 recoil with SGT  Peterkin plugging his ears.

SSG Green and his men launching fires during “Blizzard”

Wishing all of the extended “EAGLE” family the very
best from the forward deployed Red Leg Paratroopers
of the “World’s Only Arctic Airborne Field Artillery
Battery!”

KING OF BATTLE!
“GERONIMO!”

CPT Morgan & 1SG Levis



Forward Support Company

Greetings once again from FOB Salerno, Afghanistan!  First, we would like to say that all the soldiers
currently deployed here in Salerno, as well as Bagram, are all currently healthy, well fed, and in good spirits.
Time here continues to move along at a rapid pace, mission is going extremely well, and the teamwork, com-
promise and cooperation seen throughout the FSC has daily contributed to the overall success of Task Force 1-
501st.  From the thousands of miles logged by our drivers, to the thousands of hours logged by our Direct Sup-
port and Organizational mechanics under the hood, the soldiers and NCO’s of the Forward Support Company
have impressed all those involved in and around Afghanistan.  We are also pleased to report some recent re-
enlistments as well as a promotion.  SGT Blythe along with SPC Lee have both made the commitment, raised
their hand, and blessed the Army with re-enlistments for service, and SSG Plant was promoted on 1 February.
These promotions and re-enlistments act to illustrate the devotion, desire and commitment the soldiers and
NCO’s of the FSC continue to hold fast to.

The strength that we have all displayed while away from friends, family and loved ones has much to do
with the strength in which you all have continued to possess and pass on, through letters, emails, photos, and
wishes of wellbeing.  We have all heard great things about the FRG program, and it is through such outstanding
participation and dedication that your hard work and gentle concern has made its way across space and time,
and ultimately brought comfort to those here in Afghanistan.  For this we say thank you.

Please continue to know that your thoughts and prayers are daily recognized and appreciated...because
in the end, we are all in this together.  Take to heart that the determined members of the FSC will continue to
drive on, complete the mission at hand, and do so in the safest manner possible.  Once again, thank you, we
love you…God bless.



Chaplain’s Corner

SSG Seaman and CPT Donigian pose wearing their
“happy gear”

SSG Seaman and myself decided to try our luck at
ducks after a recent rain.  Despite our excellent

“blind” behind the chapel, we were unsuccessful at
our attempt.

Salaam-alay-kum (Pashtu
for hello) to each of you.  As we
surpass the 100+ day mark of this
deployment, I trust that each of you
are having more good days than
bad.  These have been the most
challenging days of this deploy-
ment in a number of ways.  For
those of you in Alaska, these are
the longest, coldest, and darkest
days of winter.  For those of us here
at FOB Salerno, the routine of
being here has had its’ challenges
as well.  But all things considered,
we have reached a significant
milestone in that we have all
survived thus far.  Despite the
challenges of managing house-
holds, children, and shoveling
snow, each of you have survived.
And for deployed Geronimo’s, we
have made it this far without a
catastrophic casualty, which is a
miracle in and of itself.

Most of you have dealt with
this deployment better than you
would ever give yourself credit for
and maybe even better than you
thought you would.  And as we
quickly approach the half-way
mark of this deployment, I hope
that each of you will take note of
how you have grown.  Growth is
sometimes a painful process but it
is necessary for the development of
our character and maturity.  From a
spiritual perspective, James 1:3-4
states, “…know that the testing of
your faith develops perseverance.
Perseverance must finish its work
so that you may be mature and
complete.”  One definition of
perseverance is “persisting in spite
of discouragement.”  I once heard

an “old-timer” define perseverance
as “stick-to-it-ive-ness.”  Regard-
less of how one defines it, perse-
verance is what each of you are
engaged in, and you doing quite
well I might add.  Know that we
are all proud of you, your sacri-
fices, your commitment to our
families and children, and in time
we will persevere together and be
better for it.

On a lighter note, know that
we continue to make the best of
life here at Salerno.  Thanks to the
“donation” acquired by SSG
Seaman’s father-in-law, we have
begun “Movie Night at the Chapel”
on Friday’s at FOB Salerno.  For
those that come, sitting back
enjoying a flick on the “big screen”
can almost make one forget that
you are in a combat zone.  And
again from a spiritual perspective, I
continue to be encouraged by the
number of soldiers that are growing
spiritually.  Despite the distance
and challenges of communicating,
some of you have already noted
this difference in your loved one.  I
encourage both husbands and
wives to use this time to deepen
their spiritual lives.
Until next time, know that our
prayers are with each of you as you
continue to persevere during these
challenging days, and be encour-
aged as we will soon be on the
backside of “time remaining” in
this deployment.  Grace and peace
to each of you.

For God & Country,
Chaplain James B. Lee


